ANNOUNCING THE

‘SGC SCHOLARS’ PROGRAM 

Since its inception, SGC has been endowed with many knowledgeable and experienced members, including several master gardeners and landscape designers. This pool of talent has helped make education a central component of the club’s activities, and after 15 years, SGC is a recognized resource on sound gardening practices, the use of native species, conserving water, and other topics relevant to the urban environment.

To continue the growth and sharing of knowledge, the SGC Board has approved a new benefit to be launched this spring. The SGC ‘Scholars Program’ will reimburse 50% of tuition for classes and workshops relevant to the club’s broad mission. If members pursue an area of interest hopefully they will also share it with the community. Members will be able to receive 50% of the cost of a course or workshop, up to a maximum of $250, payable on completion of the coursework and submission of a short written synopsis.  This figure is based on the $500 tuition for the Massachusetts Horticulture Society’s Master Gardener Program. As most classes/workshops are shorter and more modestly priced, grants will be in the range of $35.00-125.00. From the proceeds of the 2008 plant sale, $1000 will be available for this year’s scholarship program.  All SGC members are eligible to apply except those who earn part or all of their income from professional gardening activities. 

Applications will be accepted by the Scholarship Benefit Subcommittee beginning in February 2009, and then at two other times [April-May, Sept-October]. Application and review cycles will coincide with class schedules and every effort will be made to make decisions in time for registration. Submission deadlines will be announced at meetings, in the newsletter and on the website. Once the committee has reviewed all the applications and made its selections, applicants will be notified by email or phone

Guidelines for applying: 

1. Identify the course/workshop you wish to take relevant to the SGC mission offered by an area institution, such as: Mass Horticultural Society, NEWFS [New England Wild Flower Society], Tower Hill, Arnold Arboretum, Cambridge Center for Adult Ed, Ecological Landscaping Association and others in and beyond Boston. 

2. Fill out the application form, and provide the title, a brief description of the event, the sponsor, location, cost, course dates and ideas for sharing information. 

3. Submit application to: SGC Scholars Program, PO Box 441895, W. Somerville, MA 02144.  

4. On completing the course, submit a brief synopsis in a format for possible inclusion in the newsletter or on the website.  You will then be reimbursed. 

Opportunities are also available for sharing knowledge and experience, e.g., the roundtable at monthly meetings, the newsletter or website; a fieldtrip; a community site.

For more information, please contact Teresa McGowan [617 666-9997] or Bill Bennett [617 best number?]

‘SGC SCHOLARS’ 2009 APPLICATION FORM

Date:
     ______________

Name:       __________________________________________________

Address:   __________________________________________________

Telephone:   ____________________Email: _______________________

Course/workshop title:  ________________________________________

Sponsor/location:         _________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Date[s]:

 _________________________________________

Course contents:          _________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

 Cost:


 _________________________________________

Please offer your current ideas on how you could share your experience with SGC 

Copy and send original to: SGC Scholars Program, PO Box 441895, W. Somerville, MA 02144.  

For use by committee:  

